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Marshall Avenue Christian Church                                                                                                                                                                               
(Disciples of Christ) 

620 S. 26th, Mattoon, IL 61938 
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It is a snowy Wednesday morning in the last week of January.  The schools are closed today and I’m 

sure the kids and teachers are celebrating a snow-day.  The neighborhood seems mostly quiet with an 

occasional voice heard in the distant background.  Outside, earlier this morning at 5:00 a.m. as I was 

clearing snow from my driveway, it was very quiet.  Although the snow illuminated the ground, it was still 

dark out……it was quiet……peaceful……and yes, cold.  But now, as I sit inside, looking out the window at 

what appears to be about 8 inches of snow on the ground, the sun is shining brightly.  And in the stillness it 

continues to be peaceful.   
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In our busy lives we often don’t have the time to just sit and listen and be in the presence of God – 

good thing for our prayer time in Sunday Worship huh?  Well, although this abundance of snow brought 

forth for some of us more work of scrapping and clearing and shoveling, caused some to get up earlier, 

made driving and walking more difficult and strenuous, and made the laundry twice as much with wet, 

snowy clothes…It also gives us an opportunity to slow down and know that indeed God is with us.  It allows 

us to slow down a bit and be quiet, if just for a moment, and celebrate the love from our Creator.  As the 

sunlight bounces off of the white snow, sending glimmers of light into the sky, it reminds us of the presence 

of God and that in all of life, in all situations, God is with us.   

If it has been a while since you have had the opportunity to just sit with God, I invite you to take 

some time right now – sit or stand, look out a window if you wish and take in a deep spiritual breath - 

allowing the Spirit to encompass your very being.  And be assured that God is always with you, loves you, 

and wants the best for you. 

 

Sharing the journey, 
Rev. Rachel 
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A Great Opportunity to be a Faith Partner 
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Marshall Avenue Christian Church (Disciples of Chri st)  
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Marshall Avenue Christian Church (DOC) demonstrates God’s love through 
unconditional and gracious acceptance of all persons by 

supporting them in their individual faith journeys. 
 
 
 
�

                                                         

                               Visiting Teams  
 
The visiting teams will be meeting on Tuesday, February 17th  to visit the shut-ins 
that are unable to be in church.  Each team will visit someone assigned to them 
before going to eat supper at Pagliacci’s restaurant at 5:30 p.m. 
 
We would like to extend an invitation to anyone who would like to join us in visiting 
the shut-ins.  It is a great time of fellowship and sharing with each other and the 
visits are so appreciated by those we go to visit.  Contact Jo Ellen Young if you 
would like to be part of the Visiting Teams. 
 
 
 
 
 
                                
                              There is a basket above the coat rack in Fellowship Hall for lost           
                              and found items.      
 
                     
 
 



                                                                                      
                                                                                   

                         2 red heart shape boxes for Worship & Wonder.  
 

     2” x 2”   and   7” x 8” 
 

                         Please contact Connie Gavis if you have one.   
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   WHERE IS YOUR TREASURE? 
sharing resources. changing lives. 

 
 Week of Compassion Offering 

February 15-22, 2009 
 

We’re going on a treasure hunt! 
We won’t be digging holes around the church searching for buried gold, though, 
instead, we’re searching for God’s treasure. 
For God, we are treasure, “You are children of the Lord your God…It is you the Lord 
has chosen…to be his people, his treasured possession.” Deuteronomy 14:1-2 
“Red and yellow, black and white, they are precious in his sight” goes the children’s 
song voicing the truth that God treasures all people, throughout the world. 
We tend God’s treasure here in our congregation with the love and care we show 
each other through special meals together, visiting the sick and shut-in, teaching 
Christian discipleship, and praying for each other.  We are also invited to tend God’s 
treasures beyond our congregation by participating in Week of Compassion. 
Life can be tough at times.  Hurricanes, earthquakes, cyclones, and tsunamis smash 
communities to bits.  Wars and ethnic conflicts shatter the very foundations of life, 
shoving people out of their homes and transforming them into frightened refugees.  
Persistent hunger, drought, poverty, lack of education, and ill health shrivel the life 
and dry the spirit, leaving individuals to crumble from inside out. 
Through Week of Compassion, we gently, persistently, and strongly care for God’s 
treasures.  By sharing some of our earthy treasure, --our money, our time, our 
energy—aid can be sent when disaster strikes. 
You have been given Treasure Offering Boxes at church and are collecting monies 
that will be sent to Week of Compassion.  We asked that you put money in the 
Treasure Box each day thanking God for your many blessings.  By seeing what 
others have lost we can see how blessed we are by God.  “Where your treasure, is 
there your heart will be also” Matthew 6:21.  May you find your treasure, and your 
heart, by sharing resources and changing lives with a generous gift to Week of 
Compassion.  The Offering Boxes will be collected on Sunday, February 22nd.  There 
are special offering envelopes in the pew chair pockets if you do not wish to use the 
Offering Boxes. 
 
 
           



                                               
 
 
The Secretary of MACC is asking for help from the team/committee leaders to make 
the newsletter as informative as possible.  A big thanks to those who wrote up the 
news articles this month.  Please be sure to give her all the articles for the newsletter 
by the deadline.   We extended it one week this time because the articles were not 
received.   Still some are missing.  The deadline for the March newsletter will be 
Sunday, February 22nd, 2009.         
 
 
 
      
                 
 
 
Information for the Leaders of MACC……………. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Heartland Cluster Congregational Transformation Event 

March 6-7, 2009 
Noon Friday to Noon Saturday 

At the Ramada St. Joseph in St. Joseph, Missouri 
 
 
This is a unique opportunity for churches (especially Disciples churches) to gain 
the resources and insights of transforming church and being more faithful and 
effective as a church. 
 
Please pray about this possibility, check out the f lyer in fellowship hall, and 
talk to Rev. Rachel about having a group of leaders  from our church attend 
this event. 

 
 



 
Youth are invited to join FCC of Sterling, IL for a  

High School & Junior High  
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Feb. 13-14 

$60 per person 
(Fee covers lift ticket, rental, lesson if 

needed, dinner, breakfast) 

 
                    Check out the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall for more information. 
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Camp Name  Location     Dates            Deadline D ates & Fee   Grades 
                                                                                                                                                                        Finished  

 
Memorial Day Family  CWS   May 22-25   Fees Vary      Families 

Genesis    CWS   July 2-4   Before May 25-$145  By June 15-$245 2 & 3 

Shalom    CWS   June 8-13   Before May 4-$250  By M ay 26-$350  9 - 12 

Grandparents & Me   CWS   June 29-July 1   Before M ay 28-$145   By June 18-$245 1 - 6 

ADDaM    TBA   June 21-28  Before May 18-$250  By J une 8-$350 9 - 12 

Koinonia    CWS   June 22-27  Before May 18-$250   By June 8-$350  3 - 7 

Disciples    CWS   July 20-25   Before June 15-$250   By July 6-$350  3 - 7 

Leadership   CWS   July 20-25  Before June 15-$250  By July 6-$350 9 - 12 

Logos    CWS   July 13-18  Before June 8-$250   By June 29-$350  3 - 7 

Logos (High School)  CWS   July 13-18  Before June 8-$250   By June 29-$350  9 - 12 

Alpha/Omega   CWS   July 6-11   Before June 1-$250   By June 22-$350  3 - 7 

Labor Day Family   CWS   Sept. 4-7   Fees Vary      Families 

Exodus I    PP   June 21-27   Before May 18-$285  B y June 8-$385  3 - 5 

Exodus II    PP   June 28-July 4   Before May 26-$2 85   By June 15-$385 6, 7, 9 -12 

Charisma   Ursa   TBA    $175    $275   3 - 7 

Bridge Builders   TBA   TBA         9 - 12 

8th Grade Conference  CWS   June 14-20  Before May 12-$250  By June 2-$350 8 

8th Grade Conference  PP   June 14-20  Before May 1 2-$285   By June 2-$385 8 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

CWS = Camp Walter Scott    PP = Pilgrim Park            Ursa = Ursa Retreat Center 

TBA = To Be Announced ~ Location & Dates not set at  this time  

 



 
 

During the Annual Meeting of Marshall Avenue Christian Church (DOC) the following 
officers were elected for 2009.   Please pray for these newly elected officers of our 
church. 
 

Serving three year terms: 
 

Trustee:      Jack Williams 
Elders:      Bob Francisco, Ruth McLain, Cindy Williams, 
Diaconate:      Margene Claxon, Phil Colgrove, Ellyn May,  

  Angela Ramsey, J.P. Taylor, Jessica Young, 
 JoEllen Young 

Jr. Diaconate:    Chloe Ard, Brew Beadles, Rex Colgrove 
(Serving 1 year term) 
 

Officers of the Board:  
 

Chairperson:     Susan Young 
Vice Chairperson:    Jack Williams 
Secretary:      Euna Francisco 
Treasurer:     Susan Fitt 
Financial Secretary:   Ruth Kearns 
Historian:      Cris Engle 
 

Appointed Chairpersons of Committees: 
 

Property:    Jack Williams 
Membership/Evangelism: Ruth Kerans 
Worship:    Cindy Williams 
Bereavement:   Margene Claxon 
Stewardship:   JoEllen Young 
Dollar a Month   Keith & JoEllen Young 
Gifts/Memorials   Martha Davis 
Diaconate    Rex Colgrove 
Christian Education:  Rebecca Nevius, Karen Taylor 
Human Resource:  Alice Etchison, Jack Williams, Keith Young 
Pastor Parish:   Rev. Rachel Doolin, Dennis Fitt, Ruth McLain,  
     Rebecca Nevius, Cindy Williams, Keith Young, 

Susan Young 
 



 
 
 
The Journal Gazette and Times Courier Newspaper are seeking persons to 
participate in their weekly People of Faith Q & A. 
 
If you are interested, please ask Rev. Rachel for a copy of the questions (an 
example is listed below).  The newspaper office also asks that a photo (if possible) 
be sent along with the answers. 
 
Name: 
City of residence: 
Church affiliation: 
Church activities: 
Current employment/former employment: 
Family: 
What is your favorite hymn or Bible verse? 
If there’s anything I’ve learned in life, it is… 
What does your faith mean to you? 
How do you share your faith with others? 
Contact person at the newspaper is Dawn Schabbing, Features Writer 
100 Broadway Ave., Mattoon, IL 61938,  
Phone 217-238-6864 or email dschabbing@jg-tg.com 
 
 
 
 

                                                         
 
The 2009 Prayer Chain is being updated.  If you are not already on that prayer chain 
and would like to be on it to make and receive calls for those in need of prayer 
please sign up on the sheet in the fellowship hall. 
 
 
 
 
 



                 Ministry of Prayer – February, 2009 
 

Our Church Family  
 

 
 

 
Extended Concerns of our Church Family  

 
 
 
 

Friends & Loved Ones of our Church Family  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Just so you know - 
The Elder of the month is the one you are to contact if you are unable to reach Rev. 
Rachel.  This person changes monthly.  
Elder contact for February is Rebecca Nevius 235-47 45 

 Jennie Bailey, Norma Carpenter, Dorothy Hickey, Ruth Kearns, 
 Barbara Reimer, Shelly Taylor & Military Personnel 

 

 Lou Ard, Roger Bailey, Gary Claxon, Virginia Eaton, Cris Engle, Geneva Gulliford,  
 Bill Kearns, Dick Marshall & Kathy Nichols  

  Gary Hart 
  Emma Bennett (2 1/2 year old child, Margene Claxon’s friend) 
  Rose & Perry Carrier (Bob & Euna Francisco’s  
                                                                daughter-in-law’s aunt & uncle) 
  Gary Paul Claxon (Margene’s grandson) 
  Dylan Courier (Rev. Rachel’s cousin) 
  Marvin Craig (Berneice Van Scyoc’s cousin) 
  Russell Daniell (Berneice Van Scyoc’s nephew) 
  Mike Gavis (Connie’s husband) 
  Nick Graber (Margene Claxon’s great nephew) 
  Ronnie Green (Pat Thompson’s friend) 
  Drew Hay 
  Harold Hayes (Pat Boldt’s friend)                          
  Betty Kull and Lyle Kull 

Esther McNabb (Bobby Dodd’s mother) 
  Berniece Marshall (Dick & Beverly’s family) 
  Frank Martin (Connie Gavis’ nephew)   
  Abbi May (Joe & Ellyn May’s granddaughter) 

John Osborne (son of the late Kate Osborne) 
  Ronnie Osborne    
  David Plummer (Beverly Marshall’s friend) 
  Roberta Hoepner (Mike & Vickie Miller’s daughter) 
  Amanda Romack (Crystal Dodd’s friend) 
  Bev Shelley (Ruth Kearns’ friend) 
  Dell Smith (Dick & Beverly Marshall’s friend) 
  Rex Starwalt (Sharon Turner’s friend) 

Beulah Storm (Dave & Minda Sanders’ friend)  
  Dick Tinder (Ray and Pat Boldt’s friend) 
  Bonnie Tribby (Sharon Oakley’s mother) 
  Jason Tucker (Alice Etchison’s grandson) 
  Maggie Walk (Joe May’s sister) 
  Pixie Wheeler (Sharon Turner’s friend) 
  President Barack Obama and The State of Illinois 
  



     Calendar for February, 2009  
 

 

Wednesday, February 4 th  
10:00 – 11:00 a.m.  Prayer time in the sanctuary 
 

Sunday, February 8 th 
  9:00 a.m.  Worship Service 
10:15 a.m.  Sunday School 
  4:00 p.m.  Choir 
  5:00 p.m.  Elders Meet 
  6:00 p.m.  Board Meets 
 

Monday, February 9 th 
 7:00 p.m.  Disciples Women’s Meeting at the Church 
 

Wednesday, February 11 th  
10:00 – 11:00 a.m.  Prayer time in the sanctuary 

  7:00 p.m.  Worship Team Meeting 
 

Saturday, February 14 th 
 6:00 p.m.  Sweetheart Dinner  
 

Sunday, February 15th th                      
  9:00 a.m.  Worship Service, Week of Compassion 
10:15 a.m.  Sunday School 
                   Deadline for baptism/membership enrolling 
                   Deadline for Faith Partner volunteering 
11:00 a.m. Youth Get-2-gether 
  5:00 p.m.  Choir 
 

Tuesday, February 17 th  
 5:30 p.m.  Visiting Teams meet 
 

Wednesday, February 18 th  
10:00 – 11:00 a.m.  Prayer time in the sanctuary 
 

Sunday, February 22 nd  
  9:00 a.m.  Worship Service, Week of Compassion 
                   Baptism/Membership Class (immediately following worship) 
10:15 a.m.  Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.  Pastor Parish Meets 
                   Deadline for March Newsletter articles 
  5:00 p.m.  Choir 
 

Wednesday, February 25 th 

10:00 – 11:00 a.m.  Prayer time in the sanctuary 
7:00 pm.      Ash Wednesday   
 

Sunday, March 1 st   
  9:00 a.m.  Worship Service 
                   Baptism/Membership Class (immediately following worship) 
10:15 a.m.  Sunday School 
  4:00 p.m.  Membership/Evangelism Team  
  5:00 p.m.  Choir 



 
 
WHO’S SERVING – February, 2009 
 
 
If you are unable to serve on your Sunday, 
you need to find a replacement and let the office know. 
 
 
February 8th  
Greeter – Dorothy Gano 
Elders – Ken Steury, Keith Young 
Diaconate – Connie Gavis, Joe Wallace, Karen Taylor†, Rex Colgrove* 
Worship Partner – Jessie Wallace 
Nursery – Ruth Kearns 
 
 
February 15 th   
Greeter – Ruth and Bill Kearns 
Elders – Cindy Williams, Bob Francisco 
Diaconate – Ellyn May, Margene Claxon, Susie Colgrove†, J.P. Taylor* 
Worship Partner – Karen Taylor 
Nursery – Karen Taylor 
 
 
February 22 nd  
Greeter – Dennis Fitt 
Elders –  Alice Etchison, Rebecca Nevius 
Diaconate – Pat Boldt, Brew Beadles, Sue Miller†, Angela Ramsey*  
Worship Partner – Rex Colgrove 
Nursery – Crystal & Jessica Dodd 
 
 
March 1 st  
Greeter -  
Elders – Ken Steury, Cindy Williams 
Diaconate – Ellyn May, Margene Claxon, Bob Dodd†, Susie Colgrove* 
Nursery – Connie Gavis 
 
 
Denotes -  † set up communion    * clean up communion 
�



 

                                        
 
We are grateful for the wonderful words and message at Harley’s service.  We also 
appreciate the time Rachel spent with us in the hospital.  The plant is beautiful. We 
appreciated all the wonderful food after the service as well. 

The family of Harley Oakley 
�
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We have a club that everyone should be a member of, the Dollar-A-Month Club .  
By donating $1 to $5 per month you can help active members and friends of the 
Marshall Avenue Christian Church who have an emergency financial need.  All you 
need to do to join is to begin giving your monthly donation by placing it in an 
envelope and mark it “$-A-Month Club”  and put it in the offering plate or mail it to 
the church.  Please consider joining the Dollar-A-Month Club . 
�

   - Visitors to Marshall Avenue Christian Church in January were  
                         Don Anderson, Jacob Fitt, Fred & Mary Shuey, and J.D. Thompson. 
 
 
 

                       Disciples Women  
 
Women of the Church – we are inviting all of you to come be a part of our time.  We 
have a worship service, fellowship, and dessert.   You don’t have to give a lesson, 
just attend.  
Mark your calendars – 
February 9 th at 7:00 p.m.  we will meet at the church with Vickie Miller and Amy 
Boorom as hostesses and the lesson will be led by Martha Davis. 
March 9 th at 7:00 p.m . we will meet at the church with Myrtle Pyle as hostess and 
the lesson will be led by Susan Fitt. 
March 15 th   Breakfast will be served before Worship.  Donations will be accepted.   



Below is a sample of the Prayer Cards that are in the slots on the back of the chairs.   
Please fill out this card as new prayers are needed, so Yvonne will have the correct 
spelling of names, and then put it in the offering plate.  Please use this card also to 
remove a name from the list.   
 

                      
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

$$ THE STEWARDSHIP REPORT $$  
                  January, 2009  

                                              Total Receipts 
General Fund              $ 9,734.00 
Building Fund            $           -0-                                
Missions Offering              $           -0-    
Memorials          $     240.00 
Total  Offerings                  $  9,974.00 

 

Average weekly -  
General fund receipts were  $ 2,443.50  
Weekly offerings needed to meet general fund budget is $1,537.00 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
If you have any questions on the calendar or newsletter articles, please 
call (217) 234-2519 or email the church maccdisciples@consolidated.net. 
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Marshall Avenue Christian Church 
 (Disciples of Christ) 

620 S. 26th St., Mattoon, IL 61938 
217 234-2519 

       www.macc-doc.org 
     maccdisciples@consolidated.net 

        In an emergency 
    Rev. Rachel’s home phone 217-234-7507             

                                                           cell phone     217-725-3276    

 


