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Marshall Avenue Christian Church                                                                                                                                                                               
(Disciples of Christ) 

620 S. 26th, Mattoon, IL 61938 
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When I was a little girl I really wasn’t sure what Lent was all about.  But I do 

remember seeing my dad (a Roman Catholic) come home  with smudged “dirt” on his 
forehead.  Actually one time I was worried because I thought my dad had fallen and 
gotten hurt.  I learned that what was on my dad’s f ace were ashes (you know burned 
palm branches from the previous year’s Palm Sunday) .  In those younger years my 
particular church in the Disciples of Christ denomi nation didn’t celebrate with the 
distribution of ashes, at least I don’t recall them  doing that.  But times have changed, 
I have grown up and now days many churches (not jus t our Catholic brothers and 
sisters) celebrate the beginning of Lent with Ash W ednesday Services and the 
distribution of ashes. 

Coming from a family where one parent was Catholic,  I remember always 
having fish (often catfish that my dad had caught d uring the fishing season the 
summer before) for supper on Friday nights.  And th en in the later years it switched 
to the “lucky Fridays - as I thought of them” during  Lent when my dad would bring 
home fish sandwiches from McDonalds (a treat for us ……..yes that was a “few” 
years back).  And although we, as Disciples of Chri st don’t adhere to the “Friday 
fish” as our Catholic friends, we can share with the m in another Lenten tradition - a 
time of giving something up for 40 days.  As diffic ult as it may be…after all 40 days 
is a long time, I encourage us to cleanse ourselves  from a food or a drink or a habit.  
Or we could take up something during this time like  sending a card a day to 
someone, or daily prayer for our church or our pray er partner, or a phone call a day 
to a friend or shut-in.  I invite each of us, durin g this time of Lent to give something 
up or to take something on…to do something that will  help bring us face-to-face and 
heart-to-heart with our Lord…something that will giv e us a slight glimmer of what 
Jesus has done for all people. 

I invite each one of us to embrace this season, to come each Sunday to 
Worship and to our Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursda y Services.  And then to be 
immersed in the healing grace and love of Jesus the  Christ on Easter Sunday. 

 
Sharing the journey,  
Rev. Rachel ����
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Marshall Avenue Christian Church (DOC) demonstrates God’s love through 

unconditional and gracious acceptance of all persons by 
supporting them in their individual faith journeys.     

 
  
                                  

                            Starting in January, Connie Gavis & Rex Colgrove started teaching the children                     
                            from preschool – 5th grade.  They talked about the Bible being an important book  
                            with many little books in one big book. That the Bible comes in two parts, and  
                            where some of the stories are found. The kids heard the stories of Creation,  
Jonah, Jesus healing a lame man, Zacchaeus, and Moses freeing the slaves. The 3rd – 5th graders 
also learned how to find different books in the Bible.  How the gospels were alike, yet different.  In 
March and April they will hear about the Ten Commandments, the Teachings of Jesus, and the 
events leading up to Easter.  They will also learn where these stories are found in the Bible.                    
 
                        The lessons for the month of March are: “Jesus & the Children,”  “Jesus &     
                            Zacchaeus,” “Jesus is King,” and “Jesus’ Last Passover.”    
                                                                        

 

                                                       
����������	
������
	��������	������������
��
��� �	 �
	��������������������������	�������������	
��

 ������
���

�����!�����������
����	��� .           �
��
��                                                     
                          Greeters are need for the next quarter.  Please take the time to sign up on                  
                          the sheet in the fellowship hall. 
 
 
 
 
                     There is a basket above the coat rack in Fellowship Hall for lost and found items. 
 
                                                                                                
                      
                         In all of our todays and tomorrows, whatever we say or do, it is a friendship that  
                         makes the difference.  It is friendship that helps us see through.  Thank you so  
                         much for your kind expression of sympathy.                                                                          
                                                                                                              The family of Bernice Vaught 
 
 



              Notes from Camp Walter Scott             
 

There is a new camp for 8th grade.  “Created to Be Me” is a program offering the opportunity to 
learn about their faith, spiritual development, respectful and healthy relationships, and also an 
appreciation for our environment. 
 

Camp Prep Work Weekend is April 25th and 26th.  Meals are provided. 
Call the camp at 217-739-2332 for more information if you can volunteer. 
 

FunFest 2009 is May 2nd.  Join CWS for fun and fellowship.  10:00 a.m. – 3:00, worship service at 
2:30 p.m. 
 
Camp dates have been set.  Information is on the church bulletin board in the fellowship hall, or 
may be found on the CCIW web page cciwdisciples.org. 
 
Calling all Kitchen Volunteers – Come to camp for a week and help out in the kitchen not as a cook 
but helping with prep work, dishes, etc.  There is air-conditioned housing available.  You must be 
18 years of age or older.  Call 217-739-2332 for more information. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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We have a club that everyone should be a member of, the Dollar-A-Month Club .  By donating $1 
to $5 per month you can help active members and friends of the Marshall Avenue Christian Church 
who have an emergency financial need.  All you need to do to join is to begin giving your monthly 
donation by placing it in an envelope and mark it “$-A-Month Club”  and put it in the offering plate 
or mail it to the church.  Please consider joining the Dollar-A-Month Club . 
 

 
   The Worship Team will meet on Wednesday, March 11th at 7:00 p.m. to finalize 
    plans for Holy Week and Easter.  We have begun our Lenten journey and we 
    want EVERYONE to be a part of it. Let us all make a commitment to attend worship  
    every Sunday during Lent.  Invite others and help us fill the pews.  Let us pray and  
    read our Bibles every day.  A Lenten Devotional book is available in the fellowship  
    hall.  Pick up your copy if you have not already done so.     

 
 

  The Annual 24 Hour Prayer Vigil will be held at Marshall Avenue Christian Church       
  beginning at 6:00 a.m. on March 27th and concluding at 6:00 a.m. on March 28th.   
  The time slots are 30 minutes each and you may sign up for as many as you wish.  
  You may choose to pray at the church or in your home.  We will be joining with other  
  Disciples Churches in prayer, meditation and communion with God. Prayer is a    
  powerful force, which unites all of us as Christians in service to God. 
  Please plan to participate.  More information will be in Sunday morning bulletins later    
  in the month.  

 
                                  



             
                    
                                
                            Visitors to Marshall Avenue Christian Church in February were: 
                           Jace Kearns, Ronald E. Keller and Adam May. 
 
 
                           
                           Saturday March 7th, set your clock up one hour before you go to bed. Daylight    
                           Savings time starts March 8th at 2 a.m. 
 
 

   

                                         
                                                Disciples Women  
 
Women of the Church – we are inviting all of you to come be a part of our time.  We have a 
worship service, fellowship, and dessert.   You don’t have to give a lesson, just attend.  
Mark your calendars – 
 

March 9 th at 7:00 p.m . we will meet at the church with Myrtle Pyle as hostess and the lesson will 
be led by Susan Fitt. 
 

March 15 th   Breakfast will be served before Worship.  Donations will be accepted.   
 
 
 

                The donation this month to the Food Pantry is Peanut Butter.  We have talked to the  
                Mattoon Food Pantry and any peanut butter in a jar is okay. 
 
 
 
     ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

$$ THE STEWARDSHIP REPORT $$  
 

                    February, 2009  
 

                                                  Total Receipts 
 

General Fund $ 5,389.00 
Building Fund $      30.00                                          
Special Day  $    568.79 

                
Total Offerings       $ 5,987.79  

 
Average weekly General Fund receipts were  $ 1,347.25  
Weekly offerings needed to meet general fund budget is $1,537.00 
 
 

 



                                                          
                                                  Calendar  
 
Sunday, March 1 st                         
  9:00 a.m.  Worship Service 
10:15 a.m.  Sunday School 
10:15 a.m.  Baptism/Membership Class 
  4:00 p.m.  Membership/Evangelism Meeting  
  5:00 p.m.  Choir 
 
Wednesday, March 4 th 
10:00 – 11:00 a.m.  Prayer time in the sanctuary 
 
Saturday, March 7 th  --- Set your clocks back before you go to bed. Daylight Savings Time begins 2 a.m. March 8th 
 
Sunday, March 8 th                             
  9:00 a.m.  Worship Service 
10:15 a.m.  Sunday School 
10:15 a.m.  Baptism/Membership Class 
  4:00 p.m.  Choir 
  5:00 p.m.  Elders Meet 
  6:00 p.m.  Board Meets 
 
Monday, March 9 th 
  7:00 p.m.  Disciples Women’s Meeting at the Church 
 
Wednesday, March 11 th  
10:00 – 11:00 a.m.  Prayer time in the sanctuary 
  7:00 p.m.  Worship Team Meeting 

 
Sunday, March 15th th   ---  Disciples Women will be serving breakfast before Worship 
  9:00 a.m.  Worship Service 
10:15 a.m.  Sunday School 
10:15 a.m.  Baptism/Membership Class 
  5:00 p.m.  Choir 
 
Tuesday, March 17 th  --- St. Patrick’s Day 
 5:30 p.m.  Visiting Teams meet 
 
Wednesday, March 18 th  
10:00 – 11:00 a.m.  Prayer time in the sanctuary 
 
Saturday, March 21 st 
  5:00 p.m.  Mystery Dinner 
 
Sunday, March 22 nd  
  9:00 a.m.  Worship Service 
10:15 a.m.  Sunday School 
10:15 a.m.  Baptism/Membership Class 
11:00 a.m.  Pastor Parish Meets 
  5:00 p.m.  Choir 
 
Wednesday, March 25 th 

10:00 – 11:00 a.m.  Prayer time in the sanctuary 
 
Friday, March 27 th 
  6:00 a.m.   24 Hour Prayer Vigil begins and will end on Saturday, March 28th at 6:00 a.m.   
 
Sunday, March 29th  
  9:00 a.m.  Worship Service 
10:15 a.m.  Sunday School   
10:15 a.m.  Baptism/Membership Class                  



                                   WHO’S SERVING – March, 2009 
 
 

If you are unable to serve on your Sunday, you need to find a replacement and let the office know. 
 

 
March 1 st 
 
Greeter – Pat Thompson 
Elders –  Ken Steury, Cindy Williams 
Diaconate – Ellyn May, Margene Claxon, Bob Dodd†, Susie Colgrove* 
Worship Partner – JoEllen Young  
Nursery – Connie Gavis 
 
March 8 th 
 
Elders – Keith Young, Bob Francisco 
Diaconate – Pat Boldt, J.P. Taylor, Angela Ramsey†, Sue Miller* 
Worship Partner –  Rex Colgrove 
Nursery – Ruth Kearns 
 
March 15 th   
 
Greeter – Ruth & Bill Kearns 
Elders – Ken Steury, Alice Etchison 
Diaconate – Jack Williams, Chloe Ard, Connie Gavis†,  Susan Fitt* 
Worship Partner – Karen Taylor 
Nursery – Karen Taylor 
 
March  22 nd  
 
Greeter – Dorothy Gano 
Elders –  Rebecca Nevius, Keith Young 
Diaconate – Karen Taylor, Brew Beadles, Ruth Kearns†, Joe Wallace* 
Worship Partner – Margene Claxon 
Nursery – Crystal & Jessica Dodd 
 
March 29 th   
 
Greeter – Dennis Fitt 
Elders – Cindy Williams, Ken Steury 
Diaconate –  Susan Fitt, Connie Gavis, Beverly Marshall†, Rex Colgrove* 
Worship Partner – Minda Sanders 
Nursery – Connie Gavis 
 
April 5   
 
Elders – Bob Francisco, Alice Etchison 
Diaconate – Chloe Ard, Pat Boldt, Gene McLain†, Bob Dodd* 
Nursery – Ruth Kearns 
 
 

Denotes -  † set up communion    * clean up communion 



                            Ministry of Prayer – March, 2009 
 

Our Church Family  
 
 

 
 

    Extended Concerns of our Church Family  
 
 
 

     Friends & Loved Ones of our Church Family  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Just so you know - 
The Elder of the month is the one you are to contact if you are unable to reach Rev. Rachel.  This 
person changes monthly.   Elder contact for March is Cindy Williams 235-5344 
 
If you have any questions on the calendar or newsletter articles, please call (217) 234-2519 or 
email the church maccdisciples@consolidated.net. 
 
 
 

   Marshall Avenue Christian Church 
  (Disciples of Christ) 

   620 S. 26th St., Mattoon, IL 61938 
 217 234-2519 

     www.macc-doc.org 
     maccdisciples@consolidated.net 

     Rev. Rachel Doolin 217-234-7507 

 

 Roger Bailey, Norma Carpenter, Ronald Keller, Barbara Reimer,  
Shelly Taylor, Pat Thompson & Military Personnel 

 

 Lou Ard, Jennie Bailey, Gary Claxon, Virginia Eaton, Cris Engle, Geneva Gulliford,  
Dorothy Hickey, Bill Kearns & Dick Marshall  

   Gary Ahart 
   Emma Bennett (2 1/2 year old child, Margene Claxon’s friend) 
   Rose & Perry Carrier (Bob & Euna Francisco’s family)                                                      
   Gary Paul Claxon (Margene’s grandson) 
   Dylan Courier (Rev. Rachel’s cousin) 
   Russell Daniell (Berneice Van Scyoc’s nephew) 
   Carolyn Fryman (Margene Claxon’s friend) 
   Mike Gavis (Connie’s husband) 
   Nick Graber (Margene Claxon’s great nephew)   
   Harold Hayes (Pat Boldt’s friend)   
   Esther McNabb (Bobby Dodd’s mother) 
   Berniece Marshall (Dick & Beverly’s family) 
   Abbi May (Joe & Ellyn May’s granddaughter) 
   John Osborne (son of the late Kate Osborne)  
   Ronnie Osborne    
   David Plummer (Beverly Marshall’s friend) 
   Roberta Hoepner (Mike & Vickie Miller’s daughter) 
   Amanda Romack (Crystal Dodd’s friend) 
   Dell Smith (Dick & Beverly Marshall’s friend)   
   Dick Tinder (Ray and Pat Boldt’s friend) 
   Jason Tucker (Alice Etchison’s grandson) 
   Maggie Walk (Joe May’s sister)   
   


